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 Khaled Hosseini follows up the brilliance of The Kite Runner with the equally 

thrilling A Thousand Splendid Suns. The Kite Runner, a critically acclaimed novel set in 

Afghanistan, tells the story of a boy turning into a man set in Afghanistan. The story 

evokes many emotions of people all around the world. This novel was supposed to be the 

end for Hosseini, a physician who wrote on the side, and an Afghan native who took 

asylum in the U.S before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 

 Critics thought he could not have exceeded what he achieved from The Kite 

Runner. But Hosseini proved all the doubters wrong when he published A Thousand 

Splendid Suns. The story takes place in Afghanistan, during the same time period, the 

1970s to the early 2000s, but follows entirely different characters. The story is based on 

two women, Mariam and Laila, who face the hardships that most women face in Kabul, 

Afghanistan: wearing a burqa, not being allowed out of the house without a male, lack of 

education, and many others. Mariam, the illegitimate daughter of a wealthy businessman, 

is forced to marry a much older man named Rasheed when she is only 15. Laila, a young 

teen whose parents were killed in a rocket strike, becomes Rasheed’s second wife in 

order to save herself from a life of prostitution. The story switches back and forth 

between the two, who eventually become great friends, bonded by their hatred of their 
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abusive husband, Rasheed. 

 The plot line of A Thousand Splendid Suns is extraordinarily strong, filled with a 

couple of major twists, including the death of two characters. Laila and her parents were 

packing to leave Kabul due to the danger of the current war in the country, as rockets 

constantly rained down on the city. On one particular day, Laila’s life, and the plot, 

changed drastically with the passage, “Laila dropped the books at her feet. She looked up 

to the sky. Shielded her eyes with one hand. Then a giant roar. Behind her, a flash of 

white. The ground lurched beneath her feet.” It came out of nowhere and killed her 

parents, and just as the mood of the novel changed from delightful to action-packed in 

less than one minute. I thought this passage was very strong, because of its sudden twist 

combined with descriptive language that makes draws the reader in. This passage also 

exemplifies one of the big problems with the novel; it was supposed to be a novel about 

the struggles of everyday women in Afghanistan and turned into an action movie. The 

situation that Laila finds herself in, having survived the strike while others perished, is a 

scenario that is not faced by many women in Afghanistan. 

 The title comes from a poem called “Kabul” by the Iranian poet Saib Tabrizi, which 

describes the beauty of the city of Kabul. The city itself is majestic, but the difficulties 

that women face in Kabul are not. The biggest theme of A Thousand Splendid Suns is the 

misfortune that Laila and Mariam face as married women. Rasheed regularly abuses both 

of them, one time even depriving Mariam, Laila, and Laila’s daughter of food and water 

for multiple days. All of the abuse is completely acceptable under the law, because in 

Afghanistan women are viewed as inferior. 

 Courage and strength shown by memorable characters is another major advantage 
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of the novel. As Laila and Mariam’s friendship evolved, so did Mariam's view on life. 

She enjoyed being around Laila, and wasn’t ruing the day she was born anymore. In a 

dangerous and deadly situation that Mariam was in due to her actions to stand up and be 

herself, she “closed her eyes, it was not regret any longer but a sensation of abundant 

peace that washed over her... She was leaving this world as a woman who had loved and 

been loved back... No, it was not so bad, she thought.” However, Mariam still wished to 

escape the wrath of Rasheed. The suffering women face in Afghanistan is huge in size 

and numbers but Mariam never gave up hope, and fought for gender equality. This is 

important because it gives a lesson that many, readers, including myself, took away from 

the novel. 

 A Thousand Splendid Suns is a truly phenomenal tale that earns 4.5 stars out of 5 

from me. Although the weaknesses are hard to ignore, this is a novel that most high 

school students will enjoy. When I first picked it up, I thought that there was no way I 

would like this book. But as I kept reading, I became more and more engulfed in the 

storyline and attached to the characters. Hopefully, Blind Brook students will feel this 

same reaction. Once you pick it up, you won’t put it down. 

  

 


