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Budget 2013

Blind Brook Beacon
B l i n d B ro o k

Public Schools

About

2013-14
Proposed School Budget
the

Based upon significant community participation and input, the
Blind Brook Board of Education has adopted a proposed school
budget for 2013-14 that restores a number of staff positions
that were slated for reduction in the Superintendent’s proposed
budget.
Restored positions include one computer aide and an extra
3rd grade and 5th grade teacher at the elementary school. New
positions include 4.0 FTE teachers at the middle school, 1.2 FTE
teachers at the high school and one new guidance counselor.
Offsets to these increased personnel costs included: additional
state aid that was secured in early April with the new state budget;
reductions in administrative contractual expenses, legal expenses,
and unemployment insurance; deletion of the outside public
relations service; and numerous smaller items.

“The robust participation of our
community in budget development is
really a guiding force for this proposal...”
– Board of Education President Glen Schuster
The tax levy associated with the adopted budget is
3.25%, which is just below the state tax cap for Blind Brook
of 3.27%. The budget requires a simple majority for approval.
A second proposition also appears on this year’s ballot for
seeking approval for an Energy Performance Contract (see pg. 6).
Please visit the website www.blindbrook.org for more
information about the budget and please remember to vote on
May 21.
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BUDGET MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
AND SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
On Tuesday, May 21st, from 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM at the Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street Elementary School,
voters will be presented with the proposed 2013-2014 Blind Brook-Rye School District Budget, adopted by
the Board of Education in the amount of $41,252,239. This represents a 3.23% budget-to-budget expenditure
increase from the 2012-2013 budget. If approved by voters, it will result in a tax levy increase of 3.25%, which is
below this year’s 3.27% tax levy cap calculated for Blind Brook.

After careful analysis, the Superintendent of Schools and Board believe this budget will achieve desired results by
providing the resources needed to implement a strong educational program and ensure that every student receives
an excellent education. We understand the need for fiscal prudence and are committed to our ongoing duty to
preserve and improve the instructional program moving forward.
Please also note that there is a second proposition on the ballot asking voters to authorize an Energy
Performance Contract (EPC) with ConEdison Solutions. This proposition would authorize the district to
enter into an agreement with ConEdison to implement energy efficient improvements at both the Bruno M.
Ponterio Ridge Street School and Blind Brook MS/HS. The annual energy cost savings that will result from these
improvements and New York State Education Department building aid the District would receive (only as a
result of the EPC) will be applied to the project’s cost, ultimately paying for the project in its entirety over time,
with no cost to school district taxpayers. For more information on the EPC, see our Q&A on pg. 6.
You are encouraged to study the proposed budget plan as well as the energy efficiency project proposal. For
further information please contact the Superintendent of Schools or the Assistant Superintendent for Finance and
Facilities. You are urged to cast your vote on Tuesday, May 21st.
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Glen Schuster, President
Jeffrey B. Diamond

Nancy E. Barr, Vice-President
Daniel Savitt

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
William J. Stark
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Expenditure Summary
The proposed budget-to-budget expenditure increase is $1,291,917 or 3.23% for the 2013-2014 school year.
Driving this increase is the rise in employee pension and health insurance costs amounting to $1,087,921. The
District was able to minimize the overall budget-to-budget increase by reducing expenditures in the following
areas:
•
•
•
•

Operations & Maintenance – a reduction of $139,353
Debt Service – a reduction of $72,389
Pupil Transportation – a reduction of $63,847
Regular Instruction – a reduction of $38,943

Other functional area budget reductions are also in place for next year, continuing a trend that started four years
ago. In all, there will be 55 budget lines with lower spending levels than in the 2012-2013 budget.
The Blind Brook School District is one of 46 school districts in the Westchester/Putnam region. The
Clearinghouse of Educational Services operated by the Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES annually develops
a comparative study of these 46 school districts. For the 2011-2012 school year Blind Brook’s actual per pupil
expenditure was calculated at $25,520, just about at the median for this group of school districts.
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Revenue Summary
The single greatest source of budget revenue is the District’s tax levy. The proposed 2013-2014 budget estimates
that the total tax levy will be $35,209,944 or 85.4% of total expenditures (before STAR deduction). Non-property
revenues are estimated at $6,042,295 or 14.6% of total expenditures.
The major sources of non-property revenues are as follows:
1. State aid totaling $2,447,939, about $175,000 more than was budgeted in 2012-2013;
2. A transfer into the general fund of $1,700,000 from the District’s unassigned fund balance and debt service
fund balance;
3. PILOT payments totaling $945,208;
4. County sales tax revenue estimated at $300,000;
5. Split lots revenue collected from neighboring school districts estimated at $236,316; and
6. BOCES classroom rental revenue estimated at $147,668
Beginning in 2012-2013, the District’s ability to increase property tax levies was constrained. The new property
tax cap law, enacted in Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011, restricts tax levy increases for local governments including
public school districts to no more than 2%, or the rate of inflation, whichever is lower (prior to allowable
adjustments that affect the final tax levy limit). Local governments and school districts can override the cap with
a 60% vote either by their local governing body or, in the case of a school district, by the voting public. The
proposed 2013-2014 budget reflects an estimated tax levy with an increase of 3.25% from the prior year, a figure
that is below the maximum allowable tax levy limit of 3.27% calculated for Blind Brook.
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Ballot Information
PROPOSITION 1: APPROVAL OF 2013-2014 BUDGET
Shall the proposed budget or estimate of expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year (July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014)
presented by the Board of Education in the amount of $41,252,239 be approved and the taxes in the necessary
amount therefore be levied?
[ ]
[ ]

YES
NO

PROPOSITION 2: APPROVAL OF ENERGY PERFORMANCE CONTRACT
Shall the Board of Education of the Blind Brook-Rye Union Free School District be authorized to (1) install
and construct energy efficient improvements at various School District facilities, including site work thereat,
and acquire equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, and incidental improvements and expenses in
connection therewith, at a maximum estimated cost not to exceed $3,140,000; (2) expend such sums for such
purposes; (3) levy the necessary tax therefor, to be levied and collected in annual installments in such years and in
such amounts as may be determined by the Board of Education as provided in Section 416 of the Education Law;
and (4) in anticipation of the collection of such tax, issue bonds and notes of the District at one time or from time
to time in the principal amount not to exceed $3,140,000, and to levy a tax to pay the interest on said obligations
when due?
[ ]
[ ]

YES
NO

VOTE FOR ONE MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION (3-year term ending 6/30/2016)
1A
RYAN S.
GOLDSTEIN

Voting Information
Voting Requirements
You must be a registered voter who is a United States Citizen, 18 years of age or older, and a Blind Brook resident
for at least 30 days prior to the vote. You need not register if, during the last four years, you voted in a general
election in Westchester County, voted in a Blind Brook-Rye District election, registered with the Westchester
County Board of Elections, or registered with the Blind Brook-Rye School District.
When and Where to Register?
Until May 16, 2013 registration is continuous Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the District
Clerk’s office, located at the Ridge Street School, 390 North Ridge Street. Residents can also register with the
Westchester County Board of Elections in White Plains.
Absentee Ballots
If you will be out of town or unable to vote in person on May 21st you can apply for an absentee ballot.
Applications for absentee ballots are available at the District Clerk’s office, online at the District’s website, 		
www.blindbrook.org, or you may call 914-937-3600 ext. 3025 to have an application mailed to you. Absentee
Ballots must be received in the office of the District Clerk by 5 p.m. on May 21st.
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Energy Performance Contract Q&A
The Blind Brook-Rye School District hopes to enter into an Energy Performance Contract (EPC) with
ConEdison Solutions to plan, develop, and implement energy efficient improvements at both the Bruno M.
Ponterio Ridge Street School and Blind Brook MS/HS. The annual energy cost savings that will result from
these improvements will be applied to the project’s cost, ultimately paying for the project in its entirety
over time, with no cost to school district taxpayers. Of particular note, the EPC will enable the District to
make much-needed improvements to its heating and ventilating systems and replace outdated lighting fixtures and
electrical components. The following are the answers to some common questions about the upcoming project:
Q: What is an Energy Performance Contract?
A: An Energy Performance Contract (EPC) is a program that allows an entity (such as a school district,
government institution, etc.) to replace aging, inefficient equipment with state-of-the art, energy-efficient
equipment with little or no capital outlay. Blind Brook’s annual energy cost savings are guaranteed to be equal to
or greater than the cost of the project, and these savings will be applied to the project cost over time, resulting in
no cost to taxpayers.
Q: Why does Blind Brook need an EPC?
A: Many systems at the Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street School and even Blind Brook MS/HS, such as heating
and ventilation, are old, inefficient, and in need of an upgrade from both an operating and environmental
standpoint. The cost of district-wide upgrades would be prohibitive and such a project is not feasible during this
time of reduced state funding and streamlined budgets. Utilizing an EPC is a way for Blind Brook to implement
a much-needed, large-scale energy improvement project, without incurring any upfront costs. Additionally, once
the upgrades have essentially paid for themselves through the savings, the District will benefit from the long-term
savings provided by energy-efficient building systems.
Q: What is it going to cost?
A: The project will not cost the District anything, as the upgrades will be paid for with guaranteed energy savings
over time. ConEdison Solutions has estimated how much the district will save annually, and those savings will be
applied to the cost of the project. Basically our energy savings for at least the next 15 years will pay for the project.
If the energy savings are incorrect and fall short, ConEdison must pay the difference as per the agreement.
Total Capital Costs............................................................................ $3.14 million
		 – State Aid........................................................... approximately 1/4 of project
		 – Reduced Utility Costs....................................... approximately 3/4 of project
Total Cost to Taxpayer...................................................... $0 (guaranteed by EPC)
Q: Why was ConEdison Solutions selected?
A: ConEdison Solutions was chosen by the District for its industry experience, as well as its experience with
local school districts. Additionally, ConEdison Solutions’ preliminary analysis of the Blind Brook Schools was
significantly more extensive than that of other firms who participated in the RFP process. The extensiveness of
their proposal was confirmed after a Comprehensive Energy Audit was completed in April of 2012.
Q: Is a vote required for the EPC to proceed?
A: According to Article 9 of the Energy Law, as amended by Chapter 368 of the Laws of 1994, the EPC is not
subject to voter approval, just a School Board resolution. However, we believe in full transparency and want to
include the general public in this decision. If the voters approve this, we will receive an additional 10% in NYS
aid, a value of over $250,000 alone, just by ‘doing the right thing’ as stewards of public money.
6

2

w w w . b l i n d b ro o k . o rg

$1,438
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